Using Videoconferencing for Live Presentations

[Fernando Orejuela, PhD] I use Adobe Connect to teach one of my large lectures. 
And I found that using some of the technology that is built into Adobe Connect, such as polls, I can ask the quick questions just to survey what they grasped in the last few minutes of the lecture. Perhaps I’m teaching concept such as sound style, like funk, and ask them a question about – “Can you determine the style of this music based on the instruments being used, or the groove, or something that’s specific to that genre?” 

I’ve also found that just having the chat room open up to them in the large lecture environment kind of transformed the way that I teach the class. When I taught it in the large lecture halls, it was very, very much just me giving the lecture and them absorbing this material. If I had the lights dimmed down so I could show slides or show videos or something like that, they were dead silent. There was not a lot of communication. But now, with this environment, I can throw a video on or I can play a song and I can ask them in the chat room to just make some observations about this particular graphic, this particular movie, a scene that we’re seeing in this movie or this particular song. And so, I get feedback right off the bat, and then I can kind of address that in the lecture after you’ve seen the videos, and I can explain why they watch it. And I’ll pull on some of the students’ comments at that same time. So those are some of the things that I’ve enjoyed using in Adobe Connect where the technology has been very, very much new to the way that I teach a large lecture.
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